"RERR,

2= 33 o7 = = E¥3 A o
=6 EP%XUILE#%U H;é—ﬁ?a"—i (2011 FEAIHE)
BEEAE, HORA, BBHE, RREEERENES A —EoE ke |

" RS | RETEER it
2017-2018 I8 [EI 2 ERE wE (LA )

WS (RN © 2D Em)

#iwrx U Fim e

Stepping in last two months, | spend more time hanging out with my friends and host family, since
my tennis season ended at the beginning of this month.

| really appreciate the teammate | met at tennis and my coach. | learned how to
play tennis from many practice and match. Even though | lose a few times, but my
teammates and coach still encourage me to get better next time. My junior varsity
tennis team only have 8 people, everyone in the team are really kind and nice, I still
remember the first day | don’t know how to hit a ball, how to grab the tennis rocket.
My teammates come to me and help me start my tennis time. Also, | would like to
mention I don’t have a tennis rocket for practice and match, but my teammates would
like to lend me one, and I use it for the whole season, around 2 months. We spend
time together every weekday, we fight together, laugh together, and cry together, all
my teammates made this season unforgettable and special for me.

During memorial break, my host Mum took me to the world

largest Christmas store, called Bronner’s. At Bronner’s, there are @@;ﬂ

P Wekcome To BROMNER'S . The Werld s Largest Christmas Store

over thousands of Christmas items, the area equals to two football
fields. It also known as “embassy of Michigan tourism”. Over 50000
visitors come to here during holiday season. Inside Bronner’s, there
are many kinds of ornaments. They also provide service for
customers to create their own ornament. Customers can put whatever
elements they want into the ornament and make it unique. An
international section can be found inside the store, for example, there
are Chinese section, they sell ornaments with the Chinese words
“Merry Christmas” on it, and some karate figurine can be found as well. By walking through different
country section, like Spain, Slovakia, Russia, Poland......I can experience the difference between countries,
these unique cultural customs reveal how awesome people are over thousand years.

Traveling different countries truly expand my horizons, | experience more than | read, and these
experiences are unique, precious to the rest of my lifetime.
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A This month is remarkable and amazing. In this month, I not only walked on the graduation
ceremony, but also arrived in Hong Kong. 1 finally bring an end to my exchange life.

- * In the early May, | went to Hot Spring and rowed on the lake with my
: ' friends. It was relaxing that we could do everything on the boat. | was floating
) in a tube. | thought the tubing was easy and it would move slowly.But when |
know how it works, | danced to another tune, tubing is extremely exciting, i
even was passing on the waves. That was the first time to try the tubing and it
was S0 eye opening.

After that, | walked on the graduation ceremony on 19th May. The
tassel moved from left to right, this movement means that the seniors are
graduated from high school. My favorite part of the ceremony is throwing the
academic cap in the air. I'm so delighted to be one of them.

Before I leave, I went to Mt Holly Cemetery and Arkansas Governor’s Mansion with my host family.
We took tons of photos in those places. It was impressing, because | never went to the grave before. Stepping
on the grave is disrespectful, so we would mind our step.

g Time flies. My exchange life will be end in this month. I can

' & still remember when | first came. My host family was very kind to me.
BPM  They always explained things to me and answered all my questions

g patiently. We do lots of different kinds of activities together and they
&+ take me to different places outside of Maumelle. I have already seen so
4 many amazing places. I always feel glad and happy that | am a part of

" host family and they are my host family. Overall, I'm so grateful that |
can the chance to be an exchange student and | hope I can keep in touch
with my host family forever. The new story is starting, | hope I can try
my best to adapt to the new environment.
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May is my last whole month in the United States. It is crazy the time is going really fast and | cannot
realize this is the last week of school and this year are about to end. For a conclusion of finishing May, it was

a pity.

First reason why it was a pity is that | missed a prom date as I got a
| basketball tournament in South Carolina during that weekend. When |
thought I made a good decision as | could gain more experience in that trip
but unfortunately, we lost in the first round. Notwithstanding, I still had a
3 short training trip in SC, I have not done all those training before, such as
TR A pool training, tough weight training and skill drills. That was really

; » surprised and left a great experience for me.

My host family are giving me motivation all the time, | regard as
“the best host family ever”. Whatever basketball or school, they are
always behind me, give me infinitely support. Sometimes when I lose a
game, they will spend the whole night to talk with me and carry me back
to the right track. Genuinely, it is more comfortable to share my
sentiment with them rather than me parents because they are too busy
working to raise my family and didn’t have extra time to listen to me.
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Another pitiful thing is | about to leave them. Thus, in the last few weeks, | would like to spend more
time with them, save more precious memories.

The last sorrowful thing is leaving Jordan High School, even though there is a possibility that I might
come back but it still sore to me separate with all my friends, teammates a and teachers here. JHS is already
etched in my heart.

Except for those grieved, I still got something meaningful in May. We had an
international festival in our school and of course I am in. | have a friend who has studied in
China for few years, but she is an American and can speak Mandarin fluently which is so
amazing. She and | made a promotion board to teach people how to write the Chinese word
“Hello”, it was a gleefully and super fun experience. Afterwards, there were other culture
shared from other country which are really widened my views of world.
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Everything went too fast, in two days, | am going back to Hong Kong. After school was out,
everything became more real. | tried not to acknowledge the fact that | am leaving soon, I tried to spend my
time with my family as if | am never leaving. But no matter how hard I tried to ignore the reality, it still came
to me much faster than | could escape.

In the beginning of the month, I got invited to my school’s award night, I never
thought of any chance | could get an award. Surprisingly, 1 got the award of the most
outstanding student in Spanish. | was very overwhelmed by the time they announced me
on stage. My Dad was really impressed by that. He even bought me an ice-cream as a
reward. Ice-cream was always the best! | enjoyed Spanish a lot, Spanish was a very big
part of life in Texas, and it helped me a lot when it came to making friends.

| also went to a field trip with my aquatic science, we fished in a pond. We spent a morning there,
trying to get fish. By the end of it, | caught two fish. It was not too much, but I learned a lot. I learned to have
a good casting skill, and to be perseverant and patient. Some of the people kept saying it is so difficult and
boring, yet for me, it was fun and challenging. Challenges always make life more interesting.

At the end of the month, it was my oldest brother’s graduation. We went to a hugeous auditorium to
watch him get the diploma, | wished so bad that | was a part of it.

My journey in America is coming to an end in two days, | am beyond grateful
that | got chosen to come to Texas, | am grateful that | got to meet my family, that |
got to meet my Dad and siblings. They have taught me a lot and constantly making
me a better person. | have become a person that | have never thought | would be. My
Dad is perfect example of who | want to be, he is smart, courageous, scrupulous and
my anchor. | will never forget what he has taught me. One day, | shall be my own
anchor. | am going to miss my family terribly and they are going to stay in my head
and heart always. Saying goodbye is painful, but after all that, I regret nothing, and it
was a great year.
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It's getting much hotter in Oklahoma in May. Time flies. It came to the last month of my exchange
year. May is a sad but also exciting month.

I have few sad days as | have lots of last time here. I've joined different
activities in the community and school. I really enjoyed those activities, therefore,
when | knew that was my last time, | became very sad. | went to my last mentoring in
elementary school with the kindergarten kids. They knew that was my last time, so
they gave me a lot of hugs. They are so cute and I'm sure | will miss them a lot. I also
have my last youth group gathering, last nursery and last time going to church. | met
lots of nice people and made lots of awesome friends in this exchange year. Although
I'm not sure will I meet them again, the memories will always be there.

/ M

It's also an exciting month as | attend the graduation!
Wearing my own cap and gown is my dream since | was in my
little age. Today, I did it! It feels so great when your dream
came true. Graduation in America is different from Hong
Kong. Graduating from high school here it's a big thing. I wore
my own cap and gown, walked out the door and went to the
football field. There were so many audiences that make me feel
like the whole town came to the graduation! | walked inside the
football field and teachers lined up on the sides to welcome us.
Just like telling us, "Yes! You did it!"

The graduation like a perfect ending of this year. | passed
through lots of hard times, but also more great times. | grew and
changed a lot and become more mature. I have a lot of
breakthroughs this year, 1 am sure I'm different from me one year
before. Although I miss out lots of things happened in my home
time, | got more here. Time and distance is never a problem.
Memories cannot be washed out, and relations remains. This year
is totally worth!
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24 more days, then | need to go back to Hong Kong and start my new journey of college. At the
beginning of May, I had my first SAT, Prom, host sister’s birthday party and AP psychology test in a roll. It
was a tough way to carry out the month, but I still enjoy every moment as cannot experience them in my
home city. When I was in Hong Kong, I had never been to any ball. So, I'm glad that I had a lot of fun
durlng Prom with my friends and danced with my Prom date, we made good memories for each other.

As | am a senior in my school, | have an opportunity to go senior walk and
graduation. On the last day of school, I took a ton of pictures with my schoolmates and
teachers. They told me that they are going to miss me in class as well as coming to Hong
Kong someday. Since | really enjoy being in this society, | made a video about all the
exchange students in school and played it during the senior farewell.

My host family is going to have an open hose and farewell party for me
in mid-June, here | got a funny story to leave as a bookmark: my host mom
ordered 120 of my invitations the week before my last school day in order to
pass them out in school. They supposed to deliver on the morning before my last
day, but they didn’t. By the time my host mom got home after work on my last
day, there were three big boxes of order on our front deck. My host mom was
freaking out and realized that the company made a mistake on our order, they
put the quantity of 3000 instead of 120. So, there were 3 big boxes of order on
the deck because 2 of them are envelops. We thought it was hilarious and had no «. 2
idea of the extra invitations. By the way, the company does not want the extra invitations back (there are 3 of
my pictures on each of the invitation) and they do not charge us extra, but I am not going to pass out all 3000
of the invitations.

Recently, | am on vocation in Texas with my host family. This is the fifth State that | have been to. |
am really glad that my family try to make more experience for me throughout the year. | think those are
fantastic trips and amazing exploration of American culture. | am looking forward to travelling more States
in my life.
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